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jrirciples and program of higher education for the new China, (2)
the central protlem of linking theory with the practical in higher
education, (3) rrinciples and regulations goverring private in
‘yitutions of higher learning, ‘u) and an appeal for uh&ty among
educational worrers in the interest of service %o the reople and
rnational recongtruction.

lre conference uﬁa fully aware that the major tasks facing the
netion 3re tnhe .loeration of Fornosa and the restoratton <f the
pecplas' econoumic funda%ion for national reccnstruction. In view of
thesa circumstances and 'n keeping with the over-all collective
priaciples of the Feojples tolitical Consultative Conference, tne
meeting achieved 2 clearer understanding of the principles and ob-
jectives of the new higher education in China and tasks formulated for
thetr wwhip7emart .

The major cbjective in higher education is to merge theory with
pr-ctimmmtmwuummwwmth direat .
and indirect requiraments of ecomomic, political, culéural ard
nefense reconsifueiioﬁ. ‘To achisve these objectives the task ¢f
higher education 1s to trein and provide specialists and top techaical i
perescnnel ror‘ reconstrustion. Higher Mtan cannot follow the

tnecry nf Teducation for edication's sake.”

-
n
‘ Unite as cne for the program of the E_“ higher education and
z £ peeT 2
struggle for the lopment of ;;monml for national
: .1 Qm’ pme: rp s
. iacomtmetiom
h4 17 N
.  December 1950 FEOPLES EDUCATION Px4wd - By Chian Tsunfhut
(This 13 a summary of the "conclusioms® of the national conference
on higher education held on 9 June 19%0) . .'
This article is divided into four sections dealing with (1)
I

¥
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Moreover mm"mu%fam the people's new-democratic
governwat and open its doors to workers and ru-‘nu who must form
a farm-labor alllance b serve as the foundation of a people's
demogratic govermnment. _ ‘

To nchiov'e theze purposes there must be a dﬂ;orninod. orderly
and cautious reform of the old higher education ﬁth respect to
curricula, content, methods and orgmntlnt:iona But the reform of the
old education requires time and car.ant be carried on impulsively,
because it involves the reforming of "t.ﬁought” which is & much more
complicated atrugéle. At the same time the gradual develcopment of
the new mentality must reflect new =conomic and political develojments
and extend beyond changing historical conditions. Reform doss not
mean the complete sbandonment of the old edusation; the rational parts
of the old that are beneficial to the masses must be retainei and the
old methods and content that are opposed to the interests of the people
aradicated. The reform of the subjective attitude of the old education
must take place gradually because there are some who are not immediately
receptive to change, and hasty action could be iangerously disruptive to
the unity of the intellectual classes which is iniperative for reform.

Following the principle of combining theory with the practical,
all special schools, correspondence classes, training classes,' and
technical schoole {n higher education should be closely coordinated
in the pattern of the Pecple's University, the Northesst Madical
Sehool and the Northeast Labor Institute. There is much to leam
from the exporience of the USSR in this field. The manpower, property,
fesilitios of the o614 sduestion can be properly used Lo bulld the new -
edusation.

In acoordsnce with these objestives and program of the mew higher
\ education, the conference agreed on (1) tentative regulations for

rees 1
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which is derived cbjectively and from prectical np.ﬂm. Mao
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bigher cducation ml nsnagenent wethods foF wlnu i gher dnuuau. ¥
(2) mqumipmomtoMquluumw. .
(3) determined ths importssee of future leadership in higher o&uuum,

e

() and discussed s preliminary draft curriculme.

. n

The question most duscussed and ffnod over during the confersnce
was the principle of combining theory with the prectical in higher
oduenuon. The ‘conference cuphuind the importance of theory and
opposed the t.mdonqtu of minimizing ite aignificanse. At the sams g
time the conferance opposed the narrow specialisstics and experimental '
education, Theory wes emphasised not for ite mystaricus natuio,"
but for its prectical guidance. Marxism-beninism, as & LheoF ,' is
studied for ite practical purpo“. - not because it's a dogma. But
{4 was esphasised that theory and the practical aspects of kmowledge
must be unified. It was pointed out the idea that natural sciense .
is superior to sccial science must be corrected. The foundation of
theoretical scientific kmowladge embraces both aooﬁl end natural
scienses. Technical pnm@l or specialists mt. be trained in
both fields. The view of Lenin that education should give a pereen
a world outlock, & grasp of modern pelentific kmowledge and & spirit
of devotion and servies to the pesple mppom this positiome .

Natural and socisl sciences, ecoording to Mao Tse-tung, are the
crystalisation of kpowledge derived from p-meu}n and knowledge , ‘
dMMMcwm‘twm-memtom‘ ,
of knowledge. iluuln neidmlyﬁmm in this world is that

Tee-tung hes referved 6 ‘ﬁ stotomant ba @il URAL taoery Sivessed
from prectice 1s espty kesuledge, weolses, tnaogurate, and should b
viped oute
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A1l higher institations &WMWQWVA&&M
practical. numu-wh-mnmupmet .-
mattmitfmtbpmttnllwum"mume A
universities and spesisiisation and prectical knowledge to the
special and technical npoh. upuultution requires uwory;
no science exists without theorys Fimelly scientific theory not
only seaks to understand the vqud pat must help chnge the world
thu 1ts control over pature and development of sconomic end cultural
penefite for menkind, Social sciemces are studied for & better under-
standing of the laws of world developmest inm order to advance the
revolutionary struggle and for political, econocmic and cultural
reconstruction. ‘

The prigmuc school of oducauon,,rapresented by willian Jemes
and Joﬁn Dewey, 12 based sntirely on practical utility and ie dogmatic
and reactionary. This dogmatic education cbetructs the coordination
of theory with the practical and in so doing they deny truth and re-
Ject the interest of the peopls.

Great -tma was glven to the role of theory as & means to 4d1mt
the cless and mttoml ptruggle and reconstruction and reference was
aode to Mao Tse-tung'e description of "theory® as eclssor fof cutting
the pattern of China's revolution and rocons truction.

unile bigher education must meet the immediate meads of recon=

? ‘ struotion it mst not meglest ite long-rangs objective. o meet the

Lnmadiste needs of recemstiuction, all departmemts of edueation and

industries should oooadiuu their efforts toward the estsblishment

of spanial and selentific sshoels, specisl rafreshor GOUrSSs, SOTTES-

pondence clasees, sccalareted classes. i : L =
About 15 perosat otwmmuuum are now following the

new pettemmo After mnmmptummwwmmmm

e T

for offtree of ysars, &0 ‘uulum-m. "Besring in miznd the

Mzmuhwmmmtm.cumw:mum
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(2) Greduslly reform private institutions and have them con-
form to the govermeent's progran and policy. There must be an active
and orderly plsa for reforming the Mmatiahl systemn and internal
condit{oéu of private ingtitutions. Professors in these institutions

" should coordinate their academic duties with patriotie services,
study politice and concentrate em political revolutionary mmm
of students.

(3) BRarmerk opecial Mmt funde for the suppert of private
{nstituticns that sre in finsncial etreits put cssentisl for rescn-

. strustion.

all bigher institutiens of ldasming: They must follow the govermesst 's ;
program and polisy, cerry ea ociemtifie end mass edusatiom, prestice
the principles of neticaslism, and eredicate all fesdalistic, compredore
. and fescistie forms of theughts They must velwrtarily ond actively
train and develo ? ' ‘
‘ .pwluWa.

i »,

e
! m-tnnh.mmumtmwc’him'cnro'godmm
; ‘ eredicated and a1l subjects that are belpful to reconstruction N v
: should be ctudied regardless of their naticasl origin. Por this
i © reason higher éduceticn shosld inveetigate Soviet Sextbooke end ,
; other edvcational materiala. 1
\ nr o
In conformity with m‘pﬂwiph of "mutusl consideration of |
state end pr;uu intsresta" enuncisted by cbm En-lal at the con-
: ference, the following action should be taken with respect to private
institutions of higher luw, which represent 4O perocent of 200 .
‘ higher mumuon;: :
| | (1) Actively maintain privete institutions in accordance with ‘
the financial abilities of the government. The few tngtit.uuono |
uvt.ablilhod by and under the control of rencuonﬁry elommtal and ‘
those that are badly managed should be closed or merged with others.
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studdod objectively vefore 2 dafinite position crystallisess, This
¢resdom: of thought and disowsion results in® batter mnmm
of varicus _uhjm But any contravention of the 1declogical views
dewﬂlmunmhmm.mmh
conmvsnﬂm opposes the wolfere of the Chinese pecple. Thesefete
» t_!-..nqﬂ who advesalts the M%ml mwu-m mmm and CpPOsd : \

S eiior
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-
wtm end overcais m "ew mnw.\ o
nputuny oppose the UBA which use theoe institutions Lo muw.o '
pxoumamm.umt cmuandummm-muu o ‘
.mnu. studorts cammot B foraed to believe {n religion nor can _ : |
zw be foresd Lo attend w religlous cuou-. u\ religiowd o
nstruction for .\M aust be oo a volustary and clective besise .

Church—controlled mtuutw should obtain thelr suppert frow
tbo Chinese and in case they hev® of Tinenciel difficultiss, the
gvvomnt will aid thea under .tbo' principle of "mutusl compidaration |
of state and private interests.” .

fhere were strenuous debates and agruments during the conference
and there t.s no use denying that the mentality and outlook of all . “
educational workers reflect various class-viewpoints and represent ‘
the mentality of thelr particular goclal class. AS yet there is no
complete unity among the educationsl workeree )

© or the time being no decisions were taken on the content,

mothod, and duration for euch studles mtm.. agriculturs, lausy
and philosophy. Arguments vers heard and digeussions w11l contime .
aftor the conferencd edjourns. Opposing views will be examined and
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aggressicn and OVErcam e 'cw ‘_uun:i;\

soposially oppose the USA vhish use thwsoe inatitutions 0 instigats
pmo againet the govermant.. Church and iactitutions should be
omrnm. students cammot bo foroed to believe in religion nor oan
t.hq be foresd to attend w religiouns ououl. Al religioud
ingtyuotion for mu must De on a voluntery nndl cl.gtiw besige

cmh-conwolm muwxw ehould obtain thelr support from

the Chinsse md in case thay have aﬁtml&l difftculttu,
gov.mut w11l aid them under tm pﬂmiph of "mutusl consideration
of state and private {intoreste.”

There were strenuous debates and agrumsnts during the conferencs
and there is no use denying that the mentality and outlook of all
aducationsl workers reflect various class-viewpointa and represent -
the mentality of thelr particular goeinl clags. As yet there ls no
complete unity among the educational workersé«

 gor the tine being no decisions were taken on the content,
method, and duration for euch studles ;fodtcim, agriculture, lau,
and philosophye. Arguaente wers neard and discussions will contime
after the conferensd adjourns. Opposing views will be examined md
studded objectively pefore a dafinite position crystallises, This
freedom: of thought and di.ocmuan results ina better m-nt@m
of varicus .mbjoou.' put azy contravention of the ideclogical viow
mmwmwmunmthmw.wmh
e Emwtmwmnunndmmwomh. Therefore
thome who Mu the Mﬁml gectrinnire mun and oppose

ub &

rdomwﬁbotuﬂvowﬁw .ﬁﬁé‘é‘w“‘wm““'“
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*11 PR

Many mnuoul workers precticed -uu.euuemf stthe

conference and Were OCUPAgIOUd .muh to adnit and oomct. thd.t L T

‘past mistakes. Reanants of "old order® still exist in the .duuuom\l

departsents of the government. Even in the edusstional uuvluu s
the central ¢ovornu¢lt there is tmuftleunt leadorship, phnninx '

d prograg. There must still be closer rehucmhip betwsen ?m
gournnmt and the higher institutionse |

The rebuilding of higher education is & complex and difficult

task and finencial difficulties must be surmounted. It is the hope
of the conferencs that all educational adminigtrative departaents
will éu‘ry out & "new thought movement” and thoroughly practice

this in order \o inprove theix work and strengthen the relatiorshlp

of schcol and government. Fducational workers should dgvote &ll their
T

attention to their job and not try to carry on concurrent gpvamnnt

pesitions after school hours.
Under the present finmcial circumstances the broad expansion
of education cannot take place immodiately, but. as econonic conduiont

improve t,here are great possibilities for the same Lype aXpamion

)

that occured in the Northeast. By following the principlea und progan

of this conference, increasing the unuy mon% the 10 000 eduuuoml

vorkere in the higher {nstitutions, and performing ﬁnm tasks in an

L Rt

,/

orderly manner, we can overcomp all a¢iffs cultiese
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